B.
However, scripture differentiates resurrection from a raising temporally versus an eternal raising.
C.
For the purpose of semantics, theologically the raising of the dead is headed under the term's resuscitation and resurrection.
D.
Resuscitation is nothing more than raising a corpse from the dead with no attendant action of reanimation/rebirth.
E.
It is recorded in scripture and in our modern world of certain people who have died physically and have been brought back to life, such as Lazarus in Joh.11.
F.
However, their resuscitation is only temporal as their continued state of life does not involve any transformation of the physical body and they will die again.
G.
Resurrection is the action of Deity, whereby those who have died physically have their body reassembled from whatever state of decay it may have endured.
H.
Based on this new body that will be provided under resurrection, their new state of life is permanent and eternal.
I.
The exact nature of the resurrection body will be explained later, however it must be recognized that the original fleshly body is the basis for the resurrection body. 1Cor.15:42, 46 J.
Upon the completion of the reassembly process, which is practically instantaneous (1Cor.15:52), the original soul that inhabited that particular body and had departed at the point of physical death, is reunited with a new resurrection body.
K.
While the general phrase "resurrection of the dead" is often found, it is readily observed that there are two distinct classes of people in the resurrection.
1.
Believers. Luk.14:14; Joh.5:29; Act.24:15 2.
Unbelievers. Joh.5:29; Act.24:15
IV.
Resurrection and the OT.
A.
We have noted that there was no specific vocabulary for the doctrine of resurrection in the OT, however that does not mean that the concept and idea was unknown to students of the OT.
B.
Abraham, who lived some 20 centuries before Christ, employed his faith in this doctrine to pass the test of Gen.22 cp. Heb.11:17-19.
C.
Many interpreters recognize that Job understood and made reference to this doctrine. Job.19:25-27 D.
Daniel clearly and undeniably taught that there existed a resurrection of the unrighteous and the righteous. Dan.12:2-3,13 E.
Others in the OT expressed the principle that God controlled the power of life and death. Deu.32:39; 1Sam.2:6 F.
The actions of raising back to life those who had died undoubtedly strengthened the faith of believers in the almighty power of God over death. Apart from the resurrection, what was it that transformed the disciples from a group of cowardly men who were in hiding for fear of death into men who were willing to take on the Jewish leadership and ultimately the Roman Empire? E.
These proofs are advanced and have never been effectively discredited and are of such a nature as to be called "many convincing proofs" in Act.1:3.
F.
These things are matters that are surely and plainly known and are indubitable/undeniable/too evident for doubt proofs that would stand up in any court of law.
G.
False theories advance to explain away Christ's resurrection.
1.
The swoon theory that supposes that Christ did not die physically, but merely passed out from fatigue and exposure. a) Refuted by direct eyewitness testimony of His death. b) Refuted by the condition of the burial wrapping. c) Refuted by the size and weight of the stone. d) Refuted by the fact that there is no evidence of any kind to document His later death. e) This makes Christ a liar.
2.
The theft theory originally concocted by the Jewish leadership. Mat.28:11-15 a) Was spread widely among the Jews. b) Refuted by the fear and cowardice of the disciples. 
3.
The hallucination theory states that all resurrection appearances were individual or mass hallucinations. a) Hallucinations are illusory or imaginary perceptions generally caused by drugs or a disorder of the nervous system. b) The disciples were not imaginative and consistently evidenced a pattern of taking things on a literal, physical basis. c) They were hiding in fear with no suspicion that Jesus would appear again. d) Hallucinations are subjective and very individual and do not explain the variety of circumstances, locations and number of people whom eyewitnessed the same thing. e) Even after people said they had seen Jesus, no one was convinced and all remained incredulous and believed only after personal proof.
4.
The wrong tomb theory speculates that the women went to the wrong tomb and this accounts for the fact that it was empty. a) The women had been with Joseph when the body was buried. Mat.26:61 b) This was not a public cemetery, but a private burial plot that was somewhat secluded. c) If they went to the wrong tomb, why did the Jews not go to the correct tomb and produce the body? d) Are we to believe that the soldiers were guarding the wrong tomb and that the Jews had sealed the wrong stone? Mat.27:65-66 5.
Conclusions: a) All of these theories arise from unbelief in an attempt to discredit what is obviously stated in the Word of God. b) They do not explain away established, eyewitnessed and verifiable historical facts. c) No one has ever produced the body. d) They do not explain the sudden transformation of the disciples from cowards hiding in fear, to men who were willing to risk their lives for His name's sake. e) Would you risk your life to perpetuate a hoax?
VI.
The order and purpose of resurrection.
A.
Jesus Christ was the first man to ever be resurrected and this fact has both theological and practical implications. 1Cor.15:20 (Rights of primogeniture/first born)
1.
His resurrection is God's stamp of approval on His Divine Sonship. Rom.1:4
